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" There is no pit so deep that God's love is not deeper
still...God will give us the love to be able to forgive our
enemies.” - Betsie ten Boom

Betsie ten Boom was born on April 15, 1892, in Haarlem,
Holland. From birth, she suffered from pernicious anemia.
Despite this, Betsie lived contentedly at home as a
bookkeeper for her clockmaker father, Casper ten Boom, |
and homemaker after her mother died following WWI. In
the early part of WWII, when the Nazis invaded Holland,
Betsie, her sister Corrie, and her father Casper felt led to
work for the Dutch Underground, a secret system of
hiding Jews persecuted by the German “police” - the
Gestapo. On February 28, 1944, the ten Boom family
was betrayed and arrested by the Gestapo. Ten days
later, Casper ten Boom died, leaving his two daughters to
cling to the promises of God’s Word during their horrific
experiences in Nazi concentration camps. Finally, on
December 16, 1944, at the Ravenbriick camp, Betsie
died. During their horrendous experiences, Betsie was a
true testimony of the Lord’s grace, and His peace in her
was evident. She encouraged her sister Corrie to
continue sharing the Gospel to their fellow prisoners.
Betsie lived with constant thanksgiving to the Lord in all
circumstances - even the appalling life they led in the
prison barracks. Before her death, Betsie told her sister
that they would travel the world sharing what they had
learned of God in the camps, a task Corrie continued
after the war. Throughout her life, Betsie counted trials
as joy and surrendered her entire life into the Lord’s
Hands, and, as a result, the Lord was her Peace.
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