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J1aT1CS . P Irgcoti the “Prince of Preachers.” He defended the Church against

the liberal and pragmatic theologies that were prevalent
around the turn of the 19t Century.

Born in Essex, England, in 1834, Spurgeon became a believer
at the age of 16 when a snowstorm forced him into a church.
He moved to Cambridge to become a Sunday School teacher,
and in 1853, he was installed as the preacher of a small
Baptist Church in Cambridgeshire. At the age of twenty,
Spurgeon was asked to pastor the famed New Park Street
Chapel, just four years after his conversion. Park Street
Chapel was the largest congregation of Baptists at the time
in London, and within a few months of arriving there,
Spurgeon’s preaching became famous. His sermons began
to be published weekly, and his congregation outgrew the
church. Often Spurgeon would preach to more than 10,000
people at a time. At 22, he was the most popular preacher
of his day. Because of his fame, Spurgeon became a target
in the press, and critical attacks from the media persisted
throughout his life.

In 1856, Spurgeon married Susanna Thompson of Falcon
Square, and in the following year, he preached to 23,654
people at the Crystal Palace in London.
During his lifetime, Spurgeon preached to over 10,000,000
people, wrote over 3,600 sermons, published 24 volumes of
commentaries, and wrote a number of hymns. He founded
a pastor’s college and the Stockwell Orphanage. Spurgeon

remains highly influential to Christians of different
denominations. He remained faithful to the Gospel of Christ
and defended it while many abandoned it for liberal and
pragmatic theologies that deny the Truth of the Gospel.
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